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Nicolas Lehni is a Swiss based Creative Director, Photographer  
and Designer working with a wide range of clients on commissioned 
projects of various scales and contexts—from international brands  
to individuals, from culture to corporate, from portrait and fashion 
photography to still life, from editorial and documentary stories  
to commercial campaigns. 
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Nicolas Lehni is a Swiss based Creative Director, Photographer  
and Designer working with a wide range of clients on commissioned 
projects of various scales and contexts–from international brands  
to individuals, from culture to corporate, from portrait and fashion 
photography to still life, from editorial and documentary stories  
to commercial campaigns. 

Areas of Work 
Art Direction
Artistic Collaborations
Campaign and Advertising
Corporate Imagery
Creative Direction
Documentary
Editorial
Image Concept
Interior
Key Visuals
Motion
Portrait and Fashion
Post Production and Retouching
Product Photography
Still Life
Storytelling

For commissions, collaborations 
or questions, please get in touch. 

Selected Clients
Aline Julie
Arillo Design + Development
Hôtel du Cap-Eden-Roc
Jean Paul Gaultier
Jung von Matt
Kraabe
Maison Pastis
Shizuko Yoshikawa und Josef 
Müller-Brockmann Stiftung
Spectravest
Swiss Bankers
Tíscar Espadas
Universität Bern
von Bartha Gallery
Zürcher Hochschule  
der Künste ZHDK

Education
BA Visual Communication ZHDK 
Zürcher Hochschule der Künste
BA Photography ECAL (Exchange) 
École cantonale d’art de Lausanne
BA Acting UDK
Universität der Künste Berlin

Approach
Nicolas’ images emerge from a 
precise play with light, colour and 
framing–balancing clarity with 
intimacy, combining simplicity with 
depth to create distinctive visuals. 
Working both digitally and on 
analogue medium format and 35mm 
film, he treats each medium as a 
language with its own character.

At the heart of his practice lies a 
close connection with the people 
and places he photographs. Each 
encounter is approached as an act 
of trust, allowing authenticity to 
surface. Nicolas finds inspiration in 
the quiet, often fleeting moments  
of life, and in photography’s ability 
to distil complexity into a single 
image. The result is a body of work 
that feels lucid and intense, with an 
aesthetic presence that often unfolds 
in stillness and quiet beauty– 
opening space for emotion, longing 
and reflection.
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Credits        Client and Creative Director TÍSCAR ESPADAS        
Art Director KEVIN KOHLER        Photographer NICOLAS LEHNI
Stylist & Set Designer PIERRE-ALEXANDRE FILLAIRE
Talents TONIA ERDMANN, TITUS MISSURA, ULISIS LOZANO  
and LEO VON ELM        Hair and Makeup SIMONE ENKERLI        
Assistants ALINE JULIE HUBSCHMID and PIERO ZEHN 3
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Aline Julie · Chez Thérèse SS2026

Credits        Client ALINE JULIE        Director, DOP, Editor  
NICOLAS LEHNI        Set Designer LEO VON ELM and ALINE JULIE        
Talents ALINE JULIE and LEO VON ELM 8
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von Bartha · Art Basel Calendar 2026

Credits        Client VON BARTHA        Concept DANIELA TAUBER 
Photographer and Set Designer NICOLAS LEHNI  
Assistants ALINE JULIE HUBSCHMID and LEO VON ELM 13
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Trajectories · Quand je roule je suis libre
Credits        DIPLOMA PROJECT VC ZHDK
Mentoring MARIETTA EUGSTER and DAVID KESHAVJEE 18
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Jean Paul Gaultier SS2024

Credits        SEMESTER PROJECT ECAL        Client JEAN PAUL GAULTIER       
Photographer and Stylist NICOLAS LEHNI and MAËL LE GUÉVEL  
Talent MAËL LE GUÉVEL        Mentoring FLORENCE TÉTIER (NOVEMBRE 
MAGAZINE) and NICOLAS COULOMB 35
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Lovers · Burning Corso (ECAL)
Credits        SEMESTER PROJECT ECAL         
Mentoring THOMAS MAILAENDER 62
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Portfolio 2027

Nicolas Lehni is a Swiss based Creative Director, Photographer  
and Designer working with a wide range of clients on commissioned 
projects of various scales and contexts–from international brands  
to individuals, from culture to corporate, from portrait and fashion 
photography to still life, from editorial and documentary stories  
to commercial campaigns. 

Areas of Work 
Art Direction
Artistic Collaborations
Campaign and Advertising
Corporate Imagery
Creative Direction
Documentary
Editorial
Image Concept
Interior
Key Visuals
Motion
Portrait and Fashion
Post Production and Retouching
Product Photography
Still Life
Storytelling

For commissions, collaborations 
or questions, please get in touch. 

Selected Clients
Aline Julie
Arillo Design + Development
Hôtel du Cap-Eden-Roc
Jean Paul Gaultier
Jung von Matt
Kraabe
Maison Pastis
Shizuko Yoshikawa und Josef 
Müller-Brockmann Stiftung
Spectravest
Swiss Bankers
Tíscar Espadas
Universität Bern
von Bartha Gallery
Zürcher Hochschule  
der Künste ZHDK

Education
BA Visual Communication ZHDK 
Zürcher Hochschule der Künste
BA Photography ECAL (Exchange) 
École cantonale d’art de Lausanne
BA Acting UDK
Universität der Künste Berlin

Approach
Nicolas’ images emerge from a 
precise play with light, colour and 
framing–balancing clarity with 
intimacy, combining simplicity with 
depth to create distinctive visuals. 
Working both digitally and on 
analogue medium format and 35mm 
film, he treats each medium as a 
language with its own character.

At the heart of his practice lies a 
close connection with the people 
and places he photographs. Each 
encounter is approached as an act 
of trust, allowing authenticity to 
surface. Nicolas finds inspiration in 
the quiet, often fleeting moments  
of life, and in photography’s ability 
to distil complexity into a single 
image. The result is a body of work 
that feels lucid and intense, with an 
aesthetic presence that often unfolds 
in stillness and quiet beauty– 
opening space for emotion, longing 
and reflection.
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