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In the spring of 2024, Thomas Mailaender and the students of the ECAL Bachelor in 
Photography entered the ruins of the club with the intention of making it resonate once 
again. Between archaeology, documentary research, and imaginative speculations, 
the group of adventurers crafted a surprising exhibition path blending mold and glitter, 
ashes and glamour. For one night, the Corso was filled with explosive sounds and 
images in a fiery tribute to the nights of Renens.
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MAISON PASTIS
CAMPAIGN 2022 Client MAISON PASTIS, ALINE JULIE HUBSCHMID 
Location SOUTH FRANCE Date 2022
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Nicolas Lehni is a Swiss based CREATIVE 
DIRECTOR, PHOTOGRAPHER and DESIGNER 
working with a wide range of clients on commis-
sioned projects of various scales and contexts—
from international brands to individuals, from 
culture to corporate, from portrait and fashion 
photography to still life, from editorial and documen-
tary stories to commercial campaigns. Nicolas’ 
images emerge from a precise play with light, 
colour and framing—balancing clarity with 
intimacy, combining simplicity with depth to create 
distinctive visuals. Working both digitally and on 
analogue medium format and 35mm film, he treats 
each medium as a language with its own character.

At the heart of his practice lies a close connection 
with the people and places he photographs. 
Each encounter is approached as an act of trust, 
allowing authenticity to surface. Nicolas finds 
inspiration in the quiet, often fleeting moments of 
life, and in photography’s ability to distil complexity 
into a single image. The result is a body of work that 
feels lucid and intense, with an aesthetic presence 
that often unfolds in stillness and quiet beauty—
opening space for emotion, longing and reflection.
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